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TABLE
S. No. Requirements Limits 
1 Moisture content, percent by mass (maximum)  10.0 
2 Total ash, percent by mass on dry basis (maximum)  9.5 

3 
Acid insoluble ash, percent by mass on dry basis 
(maximum)  

1.5 

4 
Volatile oil content, ml/100g, on dry basis 
(minimum)  

1.3 

5 Uric Acid, mg/kg on dry basis (maximum)  100] 
    
 
3. Cumin Black (Kalonji) whole means the seeds of Nigella sativa L. It shall 
have characteristic aromatic flavour free from mustiness. It shall be free from 
mould, living and dead insects, insect fragments, rodent contamination. The 
product shall be free from added colour and harmful substances.  

It shall conform to the following standards: —  
(i) Extraneous matter Not more than 1.5 percent by 

weight 

(ii) Broken fruits (Damaged, 
shrivelled, 

Not more than 5.0 percent by 

weight 

discoloured and immature seed)  
(iii) Moisture Not more than 10.0 percent by 

weight 

(iv) Total ash on dry basis Not more than 8.0 percent by 

weight 

(v) Ash insoluble in dilute HCl on dry 
basis 

Not more than 1.5 percent by 

weight 

(vi) Non volatile ether extract on dry 
basis 

Not less than 12.0 percent by 

weight 

(vii) Volatile oil content on dry basis Not less than 1.0 percent by v/w 

(viii) Edible seeds other than cumin 
black 

Not more than 2.0 percent by 

weight 
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(ix) Insect damaged matter Not more than 1.0 percent by 

weight 
 

4. Cumin Black (Kalonji) powder means the powder obtained by grinding 
the dried seeds of Nigella sativa L. It shall have characteristic aromatic flavour 
free from mustiness. It shall be free from mould, living and dead insects, insect 
fragments, rodent contamination. The powder shall be free from added colour 
and harmful substances.  

It shall conform to the following standards:—  
(i) Moisture Not more than 10.0 

percent by weight 
(ii) Total ash on dry basis Not more than 7.0 percent 

by weight 
(iii) Ash insoluble in dilute HCl on dry 

basis 
Not more than 1.5 percent 
by weight 

(iv) Volatile oil content on dry basis Not less than 0.9 percent 
by v/w 

(v) Non volatile ether extract on dry basis 
(ml/100gm) 

Not less than 12.0 percent 
by weight 

 
2.9.9: Fennel (Saunf)  

1. Fennel (Saunf) whole means the dried ripe fruit of Foeniculum vulgare 
P. Miller Var. Vulgare. It shall have characteristic flavour free from foreign 
odour, mustiness and rancidity. It shall be free from mould, living and dead 
insects, insect fragments, rodent contamination. The product shall be free from 
added colouring matter and any harmful substance. 
 

It shall conform to the following standards:—  
(i) Extraneous matter Not more than 2.0 percent by weight 
(ii) Defective seeds Not more than 5.0 percent by weight 

(iii) Moisture 
Not more than 12.0 percent by 
weight 

(iv) Total ash on dry basis 
Not more than 10.0 percent by 
weight 

(v) 
Ash insoluble in dilute HCl on dry 
basis. Not more than 2.0 percent by weight 

(vi) Volatile oil content on dry basis Not less than 1.0 percent by v/w 
(vii) Edible seeds other than fennel Absent 
(viii) Insect damaged matter Not more than 1.0 percent by weight  
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